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Cape Cod Herring Counts

MA Division of Marine Fisheries, A Survey of Anadromous Fish Passage in Coastal Massachusetts,  Part 2. Cape Cod and the Islands. MA DMF TR-16.  

Red:  Volunteer counts.   Purple:  Volunteer counts and electronic counts. Blue:  Electronic counts. 
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COVID-19 and 2020 Volunteer Counts: Timeline

• 1/25/20:  MA DPH: “Safer at home” advisory;

• 3/10/20: Governor Baker declares state of emergency due to COVID-19;

• Early March, 2020: Large public events on Cape Cod were cancelled;

• 3/23/20: Governor Baker directs MA DPH to issue “Stay at home” advisory and orders non-
essential businesses to close for 2 weeks;
• APCC emails recommendation to Cape Cod counting groups to observe state’s “Stay-at-

home” advisory. Most groups did this.

• 3/31/20: Governor extends non-essential closures to 5/4/20;

• 4/28/20: Governor extends non-essential closures to 5/18/20;

• 5/1/20: Governor issues face mask order for public settings;

• 5/11/20: Governor issues phased opening plan based on meeting health metrics and issues 
mandatory workplace safety standards;

• 6/1/20: Volunteer herring count season ends;

• 11/4/20: Governor issues revised face mask order requiring face masks indoors and outdoors in 
public settings. 



4

Some Volunteer Counting Efforts Continued

On Cape Cod, several groups conducted visual counts to a greater or lesser 
degree along the following runs:

• Herring River, Wellfleet (Friends of Herring River) – obtained enough 
counts for a run size estimate;

• Mill Creek, Sandwich (volunteers);
• Bound Brook, Dennis (town staff);
• Scargo Lake, Dennis (town staff);
• Tom Mathews Pond, Yarmouth (Bass River Rod and Gun Club);
• Coonamessett River, Falmouth (Coonamessett River Herring Monitoring 

Group and Coonamessett Trust)

Friends of Herring River: They were able to count at an isolated counting site far 
from public view, used social distancing, and used an in-stream thermometer 
visible to all so equipment didn’t need to be shared. 
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Statewide, Some Counting Efforts Continued

Summary:
• 9 volunteer (visual) counts
• 12 electronic counts
• 4 video counts
• 2 lifts

Total: 27 counts

Table from John Sheppard, MA Division of 
Marine Fisheries, February 2021
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Recommendations for Counting in 2021

• Observe all local, state and federal requirements;
• Socially distance – at least 6 feet apart, or more;
• Wear a face mask at all times;
• Avoid crowds and count alone, or only with members of 

your “pod” or family;
• Some sites may not be suitable due to their 

popularity;
• Don’t share counting equipment: each person should 

have their own kit; or install an in-stream thermometer 
or water temperature datalogger;

• Stay home or go home if you feel ill, are uncomfortable 
counting, if crowds are present, you are in a high-risk 
category, or you can’t observe the measures above;

• For towns, signage at popular herring run sites would be 
useful. 

• It is OK if you don’t count this year – your health is more 
important!

• See “Recommendations” for more tips.
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For more information:

Visit APCC’s website at https://apcc.org/our-
work/science/community-science/herring/
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